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| nt roduct ory Thought s

Wiat i s the nessage of the book of Joshua? at
ddit neentothelsradites, baththegenerationsin
Joshua s day, asvel | as the subsequert generati ons?

Therearesevera generd festures about thebook thet
aevorthnating. Thisisthesixthbook of theBb e
andthefirst tobear the nane of anan. The nunier
sixinripureisotenassoc aedwthnan(Gn 126
3L Ry. 1319. Thefirst fivebooksof theBHearecd led
thelawor the books of Mses. These books reved the
wll of Gd The bodk of Joshuachroniclesthecarry-
ingou of Gd swill.

V& shoul d recogni ze that t here has onl y been one
Mnadetofulyadconp etdy, wthout falue, cary
ou thew!l of Gdonp anet earth, adthat isthelord
Jesus Qrist. Aso Joshaisthefirst nantd dtoregr
laehislifebyabook (B 17:14).

Mbses (thel avg ver) ves nat abletobringthelsra
eitesintotheland That landvesthegreat inherit-
ance, theportion@dwu dg vethelsraditesbyHs
grace. Thiswasthebl essingof Gdpromsedtols-
rad.

Wat Mbses coul d not do,
Joshua di d do.

The Newt est anentt pard | € isfoundin Ronans 8 3,
“ For what the | aw[ Mses] coul d not do ..Gd send
ingHsomSn[Jesus|” ddacconglish Inthissense,
Joshuat he nan, portrays theverk of the Lord Jesus.

Interesting y enough, “Jesus” i sthe Geek equ var
lent of the Hbrewnane “Joshua” 1t isfittingthento
seethat what Mises, thelaw cou dnat do, Joshua, a
praayped Crist, ddacconplish dthoughd course,
not onthesanel evel asthe Lord Jesus.

Layout of Book

fstothedvisiond thebodk, it ishdpfu tochart a
tabl e of contents based uponthe everts recorded by the
author. (Seechart onleft). e wvay tovi ewJoshua,
thebook, istodmservetha thebookisdvidedinotvo
naj or “novenents” or sections. Sectionl is narked
bythetedeffat o thelsraditesuder thed rection

“Thoushalt call Hs nane JES.B

o Joshug, figtingtogether todanther inheritance
Thi s sectionfromCapter 1through chapter 12 con+
tai ns anunter of “3s":

3 MAICR
Qy ectives (st acl es Mracl es
Bring Themlin H ooded Jor dan Jordan' s Gassing
Establ i sh Law Vil ledGties Jericho/ A [¥feat ed

Destroy Enemes Eneny @alition Hailstones/ Ané&
MonSad gill

Stionll o thebokd fferssigificatlyintha Is
rael nowgoes out, not asaunitedvho e but asind -
vidua s; indvidual tribes, andoccasiond ly, tribes
banded together toformacod ition. Gredsoarethe
nmghty niracl es, the direct i nterverti ons fromHaven
thet sonark sectionl.

Sctionl cinaxeswththephrase, “thel andrested
fronvar” (11:23), andthenendswthalist of victories
inchapter 12 Y&t vefind Sctionll cotanngstae
nents such as, “Thererenai nethyet very nuichlandto
be possessed.”. (13:1), and, “ Howlongw 1 ye be sl ack
togoupand possesstheland.”. (18 3).

Sctionll dsocota nsfour accouts o indvidud s
o groups that are exanpl es by vay of their desirefor
theinheritance or for nore of theinheritance. They
cone and ask Joshua and thus are noddl s i nt he respect
thet their desiresverefar thethings of Gd

Capter 14- Gleb
Capter 15- Achsah
Gepter 17-  Zel ophohads
Gepter 17- Josgphites

Inthesecod e f of Joshug, the pegd eareexhorted
togoout and nake good thei r possessi ons. They vere
topossessthar inheritance, secureit, dferdit, expad
it and devel op that whi ch God had brought t hemi nto.
Sveseethat thevery order of the book suggests New
Testanart truthsthat canbeappiedtothebdiever’s
lifeadva k.



[Jehovahi s sd vati on- Joshug]
JOSHUA AND EPHESI ANS

Joshua 1- 12 shows howl srael caneintothel and,
their inheritance from@d. It was achi eved by
Gd swork for them Ephesi ans 1- 3 shows the
churchhowtheir inheritanceis“inQGrist” in
heavenly pl aces. “Inwhom| Grist] we d so have
data redaninheritance’ (1x11). Adthet inherit-
anceisnat bythework of nan, but agift from
God, sd ey wought by the death and resurrec-
tiond Crigt.

Joshua 13-24 shows I srael " sresponsibility to
danmharingitacveadfuctioninit for &d s
d ay. Fphesi ans 4-6 shows the churchi' s respon-
sibilityto“va kworthy of the vocati onwhere-
wthyearecdled’ (41). Vearetowd kinthe
pover of thesd vationve nonvhave, far Hsd ary.

InSctionl thestaryisd howlsrad recavedthar
inheritance, vhi cheguatestotheblessingdf Gd. It
vas not Mses, thelaw but Joshuawho | ed t hemi n.
Yet, norethanthi s, the book enphasi zes strong y t het
itvesnitthrowghthar strivingar their omahi litythet
they gat intoGinean. Qd perforned nighty niracl es
toacconplishtheir “sd vation.”

Thus, the Jordanriver ves crossed at fl oodki de, (ch
3%4), theva | s of Jerichotakendom, (ch 6), thehail-
st ones fromheaven def eat i ng t he enennes vas accom
pani ed by the sunand noon standi ng still (ch 10. Hw
thispcturestousthetruthd thegospad! Hwisit
that veget intothel essingd QGd? (gh 13 1Rt. 1.7,9.
Itisnot throughwhat vedofor God. Neitherisit by
or omstrengthor aaility. It iswa Qrist has done
by gongdomintotha placed death, thenrisingvic-
toriously, defeatinga |l enemes that vere agai nst us,
evendegthitsdf.

Bi, likevefindinSctionll, oncebraught intothe
ladthereverestill bettlestobefogt adteritayto
be possessed. Thelsrael i tes hadt o nake goodthei r
inheritance. LikewsebdieversintheLord Jesus, se
cueinHssdvaionadbragt intothegea inherit-
ancethat is “inQ@rist,” nist now“possesstheir pos-
sessi ons.” The stress nowi s uponour responsi bility,

for Heshall save Hs peod e

dependi ng upon Hm to devel op our i nheri t ance and
naxi mzeits benefits. Therearebattl estobefought
and enennes t hat sonet i nes creep back i nt o encroach
wonareas o our lives. Thus, steadfastness andvig -
laceaereqiredasve | astheenergy o fath

Tovard the cl ose of the book, we find Joshuastill
chal | engi ng the peopl e wt ht hese vor ds:

“Hwlongw | ye be sl ack...

Beninthefind chapter heca | s upont hemt o nake
ther dedsian

“.choose you thi s day whomye w | | serve.”.

InSctionll the Lord nade provisions sothat Hs
testinony was abl e t o be nai ntai ned. The Taber nacl e
was erect ed (ch. 18) and t he wor shi p and servi ce of Gd
carriedonaccordingtoHsword. Land grants vwere
dlatedtothelevites (ch 21) sothat @d s servi ce gt
cotinueuninterrupted Gties o refugevereestar
lished(ch 20 toprovi derefuge and pratecti onand keep
thel and free fromt he shedd ng of i nnocert bl ood.

Inthis, the“churchage,” the Lord
has nade every provi si on
necessary for the nai nt enance of
H's servi ce &worship, the
expansi on of Hs work and the
blessingof Hspegde. This
provisionis foundinthe church,
wichisthespritua house of
Gd, the Wird of God and t he
Lord Jesus, our great Hgh Friest.

(See 1Tim. 3:16; 2Tim. 3:15-17; Heb. 10:21)

Q osi ng Ghal | enges

The cl osi ng chapt ers of Joshua present sone of the
chd lengesfaced by thelsrad ites asthey sogt tocarry
ot Gd swll intheland Therevasthetest of “doc-
tring’ that nearlyspit therati onfraomesst tovest (ch
22). They were warned of the danger of conpronise
wththenations aroundthem The ever-present danger
of internarriage wth pagans woul d prove to be a na-

fromtharsims.” w12

jor prodl emi nthe subsequent history of the nation.
My of these dangers verechd lengestotheir loyd ty
adloefa thelord Joshuaca lsand | -tribd assem
by(22 adpusit stragt befaethepeod e thed f-
ficdtyd servingthelord “HeisaJded os Gd' (24:19).

The peop e covenant toget her to ded cat e t hensdl ves
wd lytothelord Their decisionisinscribed upona
stonefor anenorial. Fomtinetotinethey woul d
pess bythestoneandevd uatetheir livesinregardto
their decisiontofdlonthelord

The next book, Judges, conti nues wer e Joshua ends.
Joshua, thenan, d esandthepeop earel eft tocarry
on. Smlarly, the Lord Jesus has ascended back i nt o
doayadhes| et usheretocarryout Hswil.

Pl CTURE of ORI ST

Inchapters 1- 12, Joshuaii s preserted as the con
qerar o theenemes. Thisdepictstheearthly
nini stry of the Lord Jesus i n congueri ng Sat an,
sinand deat h by the cross andresurrecti on.

Inchapters 13-24, Joshuai s aosent as avarrior
but isnowdrectingtheaffairsd Israd. Ths
depi cts the heavenl y mini stry of Qrist asthe
Head of H's church.

Fontinetotine it doesus goodtocheck ar heart’ s
devationtoHminligt o thetruho Hsword Hw
arevecarryingon? Rerhapsit istruewthus, ind -
vidud lyad corporately, that “thererenai net h nuch
ladyet tobepossessed ” Let usreg aiceinthe uden -
adevictaiestha havebeenacconplished Let usre
nenber al | that Hehas brought usinto. Adlet us
dsoredizethd therearestil| eremestofigt ad“ter-
ritory” tobe cla ned and devel oped for H mand f or
Hsday. Larry Rice
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An Overview

Behi nd theml ay the Land of Egypt and the wi | der-
ness. Beforethemvas Ginaan, the promised | and, the
landthat flonedwth“mlkandhoney.” VMat bright
prospects lay ahead Tobe sure, thereveretrenen
dous dostacl es and fi erce enennes.  Yet thelsragites
ver e nowpoi sed onthe border of the i nheritance Gd
had proni sed hundr eds of years bef ore t o Abraham
Hretheywere inthetimngandplandf Gd, readyto
eterin danmheladadredizeintha r very experi-
encethe bl essing of Gad.

The book of Joshuaiisthe historica recordof the
conquest of thelanddf Ginaan. It istherecordof the
mlitary conquests conducted by the nationof |srad,
under thed rectiondf Joshug, andutinatdy, under the
drectiond the@Gptand thelord sHst. (Josh.515).

Joshua conti nues wher e t he book of Deut er onony
ends, thet is, wththedesthof Msesadthelsradites
onthelrirkof eteringinotheland Itisastoyd
ml i tary canpai gns and niracul ous evert s.



