ThelordJesussaid... M Seep

Asovevart toseethelord sdead ingwthadi s-
coed et servat. Hrewecanseeapractica mnistry
toeach of us who nay be tenpt ed t o di sobey the Lord.
As1Crinthians 10teaches, wearetolearnfromthe
exap esof thehistayd therationof Israd . Hre,
velearnfromthehistory of thisprophet of Gd.

Bel owi s an over vi ewof the book of Jonah:
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InthisQronicle 32a wewl!l prinarily consi der
chapter one, thed sobed et andd sci pli ned prophet.

THE DI SOBEDI ENT
PROPHET 1:1-3

“But Jonahrase uptofleeunto Tarshishfrom
the presence of the LORQ and went downto
Joppe; adhefoundashi pgangtoTarshish...”
(Jaren1 3.

Jorehlivedinthedays o Jerdboami |, kingdf |srad
(2kngs 142327y, Thekingddevil inthesigt of Gd
just as hi s nanesake nany years earl i er had done. Bt
Gdves graci oustolsrad and had used Jonahto bri ng
a nessage of nercy from@dtotheking. Gdre
storedlandtolsrag at that tinethet previ ously had
been | ost. Thus Jonah knewt hat God was a graci ous
Gdandthat H's nercy even extended t o aw cked ki ng
dlgad.

Qed thegreat lessons of scriptureisthat Gdis
graci ous. He does not want to puni sh but He woul d

hear nyvoice, ad

haved | torepent adlive It iseachbdiever’ s per-
sonal testinony that he di dnot deservethe nercy of
@d. Ve have recei ved ner cy when we repent ed of
or silsadcdleduponHm S, inthisinstance, Gd
sparedisrad innercy eventhoughlater Hehedtolbring
j udgnent upon themfor H s nercy was despi sed.

Now@d cal | s upon H s servant to goto N neveh
wthanessage of judgnent. Jonahknows his @disa
oraci ous Gxd (Joneh 4:2) both by precept and practi ce.
However, Jonah' s nind was not Gd' s nind. Jonah
knew@d vas graci ous, and because Jonahwasn't, he
Oeci dedtod sobey thelord | vonder if thereis sone-
one or sone peopl ethat Gdwoul dlikeyoutogowth
H s nessage, but because of sone prej udi ce you are
asod sobed et? Thislessonisthenfar you

The Del i berat e Choi ce
Jonah nade a del i berat e choi cetorunfrom@d s
presece Frst of dl, that isaninpossibility—Qdis
ommi present. Second y, tobeinapl acewere @d s
presencei s absent i s norethanany of us cou d bear.
That iswhat Ginsaidwhenthrust from®d s pres-
ence: “M puni shnent is norethan| canbear” (Gn.
413. B thisisjust wet Jorehdesired
Itisimstructivetonatetha aboat vas aval dd ead
it vasgangto Tarshish(theopposited rectionfrom
Nneveh). Jonshhadthenoney for thefaresoall the
Ci rcunst ances vor ked out .

Wii | e ci rcunst ances can be part
of the way i nwhi ch we det ermne
@d sdrection, thefirst and
forenost vayistowa kin

obedi enceto Gd' s knonnw | | .

Thevordof Gdistherevd aiond thewl!l of Gd
For theQristiantosay, “thecircunstances varked out”
andfol | owthat way i ndi sobedi encetothe revea ed
wll of Qd, isdoingjust wat Jonahdid Andthat
personw || d scover, as Jonshd d, that Gdwl| have
todscipinehmohopefulybringhmbackinothe
vay of obedi ence.

theyfdlovme... sz

Warelivinginanagethat doesn't |iketheword
di sobedi ence. VEwoul drather interpret theword of
@Gdtoour ownliking. Qe of theways whi chwe do
thisistosaythe NewTest anent vas wittenfor that
particu ar cutureandsotoday its conmands nust now
besutedtoar cuture Thus, thevaythe churchfunc-
tionstoday wll bed fferent fromPau’sday. Imstruc-
tions concerni ng t he di stincti on between nen and
voneninthechurcharenat seenasrd evant for today.
Qhersvou daddregu aionsinorder topronat e sanc-
tificaionforgattingthat Pad telsusinRmas 7that
thelavcanat sactify, just asit camat justify.

Sactificati oncones fromhavi nglifewthinus, nat
ruesfromwithout. Thewordof Gdis to be obeyed
andvew! | suffer for d sobed encejust as Jonshd d
Waena toaddtonor subtract fromtscotet. Vien
vearelivingind sobed enceto @d, sonethingswl |
betrueof our livesjust astheyvwerefor Jonsh. Ds-
obed ence dul | s our senses and ve | ose our consci ous-
ness tothe perspecti ve of Gd

The BEfects of O sobedi ence

The sea vas boi st erous and about to overwhel mt he
shipandd]| thelivesinit. Theship sceapta nanak-
ened Jonehtothepigt o theship, itscoterts, ad
thelivesof thenariners. Isn't it strange howJonah,
the prophet of Gud, neededto be avakenedtothi s des-
peratesituation? Bit, ashdieversinQrist, aeve
areketothedesparatesituatios aaudus adthetrag
edy of sonanyontheir vaytoalost simer’shel | ?

Arewe so caught upinour own pl easure and sel f
interest ve“slegy” vhiletherestl ess sead the unbe
liever causes Hmgreat concern? (aspel neetings are
nat convered, tractsarenat distributed, the opennar-
kets of our landare nat used as pl aces vihere ve cou d
bereachingou tothelost. RraseGdfar every gospd
effort, viether byanassetlyor ind vidud , but there
i s anovervind ning | ack of gospel effort today.

Paul woul d adnoni sh us as i n BEphesi ans 5: 14- 15:
“Anakethouthat sl egpest, andari sefronthe dead, and
CQrist wil gvetheelight. Seethenthet yeva kcir-
cunspectly, not asfods, but aswse.” WenGris-
tians are sl eeping, they appear |ikethosewo are nat
saved. Ve aretowva kinsuchawvay astoreprovethe

“NMy son, despi se not thou

w cked and denonstrate by our livesthat wevwa kin
thefulnesso theSirit of Gd

Jonah, instead of reprovi ngthose around hi m actu-
allyvasreproved by themfor hislack of interest in
thardidgt. Itisasadstaed afarsvenaCristian
needstobereproved by thevorl d. Vidat nust God do
t o anaken us fromour sl eep of personal pl easure and

busynessfar sd f?

THE DI SCI PLI NE OF
THE PROPHET  1:4-17

“But the LGDsent out agreat wndintothe
sea, andtherevas amghty tenpest inthe seq,
so that the shipwas |iketo be broken.”
(Joeh 1:4)

Wy didthe LORDsend agreat wndintothe sea,
putingthesalasingaedage o losingthar |ives?
Wiy di dn't the LORDchoose to discipline Jonahin
suchawvay that others woul d not be effected by t hat
dsciping? InMtthews: 13-14the Lordtel I s Hs Jew
ishaud encetheyvweretobesdt adligt totheverld
aroundthem WWenHs peodelosetheir character as
sdt adligt, theverldiseffectedbythet | css.

Wliveinawrldthet issufferingnany clinactic
d sasters bring ng about the destructi onof nach prop-
ertyandtheloss of nany |ives. Sonetines ve thi nk
this nay bethe Lord' s way of puni shi ng t he w cked.
Therew! | coneadayinvhichthe Lordwll unl eash
HsfuyonaQrist rgectingverld, but todayisstill
theday of grace. It nay bethat thelordis seekingto
aneken ustoour resposibilitytobesdt adligt.

Theverl dseens tounderstandthisresponsibil ity of
Gdspede Thefirst drectivetoJonehbytheshps
captainvas for himtocal |l onhis Gdfor their gods
were not ansvering (s, 6).

Intinesof tragedy, theleaders of thisverldwl |
cal ontheQristian s Gdeventhoughat o her tines
this sane Gdis nocked i nthe nediaand put out of
theschod s. Ingoodtines, thegods of thiswvorld—
nateriaism intellectual i sm and hedoni sm(sensual
plessure) —aretheshrinesthat aresougt. But inbed



thechesteni ngof thelard, ...

tines, those gods are poverl ess and nenseektofinda
Qd that nay have sone answers.

Jornehvas confronted by the frigntened nari nerswth
aseries of questions designedtod scover hisidertity
(8. Hethenadmtted hewas aservant of Jehovah,
theCeatar of thevery seathey vere on.

V& al so need t o be confronted wt h t he sane ques-
ti ons asked t 0 Jonah concerningwho vwe are.  To whom
dove bd ong? Inwnat countryisour citizenshi p? Vit
isour occupeti on?

Adi sobedi ent prophet nust first
be confrontedwthhisidetity.
And a di sobedi ent bel i ever needs
tobecofrotedwthhi sidentity.
Wiose are we?

Thisisagoodquestionfar eechd ustoamsver. Nite
the questionis not, d dwe have anenati onal experi-
ecea sonetineinor life? Itisna, ddvepraythe
simer’sprayer? It is, wioseareve? |sthelord Jesus
the conmander of our |ives? Acewe Hs child? Dpes
theSirit wtnesswthour spirit that veareHs chil -
dren? Aevebornaga nadhavenewlife—thelifeof
theresurrect ed Son—evi denced i nus?

Asthebook of Arst Johnwll tell ussopaintedy,
thenewlifewl! | beevi denced by:

s werevevd k inthelight

* howwe val k: keepi ng H s conmandnent s
*wowvelove thebrethren

* howthet | oveis nanifested: by deeds

Wose ar e we?

Jonah vas a so confronted wth hi s occupation. He
confessedthat hevas of the peopl e of Gedandthat he
vas inthe process of rumni ngfrom@d (19, 10. Wiat
an adnissi on. Hewas |ivi ngindi sobedi ence. Jonah
hadtobefacedwththefact of hisd sobed ence. The
Gdwoisincontro of theel enentsisthe Gdhe
vas i n di sobed enceto. Jonah had t o under st and t hat
hevasthereasonfor thestorm Hewas account abl e.

For whomt he Lord | ovet h

It issoessytolivelifeaddaeahersfa thedf-
ficuties. “Thedevil nadenedoit.” “Youknow we
areonly hunan.” “Uhder the circunstances, it seened
tobetheonlyway togo.” Hownany ti nes have we
used those ki nds of reasoni ngs to excuse oursel ves for
bei ngd sobed ent? Inorder tobe used of Gd, ve nosst
facethereditydf our simsadtakeresposibilityfor
them “I have si nned’ seens tobe sohardto say and
yet venost get tothet point.

The effects of thecowvictionaf sin

Thenext stepinthisd scpinary process finds Josh
comngtothepant of askingtobecast intothe sea
(112. Heveswllingtotakeresposibilityfar hissin
and cast hinsel f uponthe Gdwo nadethesea. This
denonst rat es the beg mni ng of Jonah' s repent ance.

Truerepertanceisna just bangsaryfa nysin It
isna scekindd sdf effat todobetter inthefuure
It isna tears of renarsebecase| havebeencaught. It
istheadmssionthat | havesimedandtha sini s aga rst
Gd. David, inPsal m5l says, “Agai nst Thee, Thee
only havel sinned, anddonethisevil inThy sight.”
Theprod gd sonsadinluke 15, “I have si ned agai nst
heavenandinthy sight.” Qly as we recogni ze t hat
our sinisagainst Qd, andit i's Gdwe have of f ended,
andit is Gd“wthwhomvwe haveto do’ wil we be
trdyrepatat.

S Jonah was cast intothe seaandthe seavasim
nedi ately cal m(1:15. But GdinHs grace and nercy
hed prepared agreat fishtosva | owJonah, savinghim
fromeertai ndroming (1:17).

@dwas not interestedin

destroyi nghi s servat, but in

correctinghim

Thet truhisthesanetodly. Gdisnat interestedin
destroyinghi s d sobed ent chil drenbut incorrecting

them That isthewonderful grace of Gd. Thereis
al vays a vay back t o God.

It toktherag gvaters o nature sstarm theveeds
around hi s head fromthe deep (chapter 2) andapre-
paredwd e (great fish) tobreak ahunanwll.

Thi s graci ous Gd vhomJonah knewby precept and
experiencehas nat changed. Heisstill agraci ous Gd.

Hechasteneth.” w125 6

He never changes. As Gxd decl ares t hrough Ml achi
toH s di sobedi ent peoplelsradl, “1 amthe LG |
change not ; therefore ye sons of Jacob are not con-
suned. ” Because He changes not, Hs peoplew || not
be consuned. And because He changes nat, di sobedi -
ent childrenof Hstoday wll not be consuned, but
wll becorectedsothat it wil yield“the peacedd e
frut o rigteasnesstothenthet areexerd sedthereby”
(Hb 12 10).

The God who works i nthe negati ve

It isvorthnatingthat Jonah' s d scipline nay have
been the neans of salvationtothenariners. Vien
they samtheresutsof thedscpined Gdinthecd m
ingd thesen they sacrificedtothe Gd df Joneh(119.
These nen sawt he pover | essness of thei r own gods
andthe pover of Jehovahinthecircunstances of life
They thenbegantocal | upon Jehovah.

VW arenever tddif thiswas nerely an enati onal
tunof eventsintheir livesor if thevows they nade
vereever perfarnedor if theyjust felt they neededto
turnover anewleaf. Bit we do knowthat if they had
trdyrepatedd ther sinadtunedtothe @ddf Joreh
believinginHm Gdwou d have savedthem Gdis
inthe busi ness of savingsou saswvel | as correcting
d sobed et servats. (Ufortunatdy, nany tines wen
bad t hi ngs happentothe nenof thisworldthey wll
nake “deal s” wth God and when God del i vers them
they pronptly forget Gd.)

If you, dear reader, arerunni ng anay fromGd and
livingind sobed encetoHm it isour prayer that you
w || searchyour heart to knowwhose you are. And
that youw!l conetotheendof yourself andintrue
repent ance cast yoursel f onthe nercy of Gd. You
wll find, asJonehd d, that Gdisgraciousandwl |
odl i ver youfromyour sin.
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Jonah
Water, Weeds, a
Whale and a Wil

An Querview Jonahi s uni que anong t he prophetic
bodks becauseit istherecord ngof anevert inthelife
o thisprophet. Thustheevert itsd f beconasthe praoh
ecy. That Joshves aprophet adthisevert inhislife
aprophecy rests onthewords of the Lord Jesus Qi st
Hnsel f inMtthewl12 39-40. Therethe Lordteaches
thet the prophet Joneh depi cted (nat preached) thedesth
andresurrectionof thelLordJesus. Andthis signde
pi cted by Jonshvou dbethefind proof tothelsrad -
itesthat Jesus vas i ndeed the Mssi ah

Aswelook at thiswonderful book we needto see
that not onlyisthelord s deathand resurrecti onde-
picted but adsothat Hsnercy exendstothe Gntil es.
Inanpicture of resurrection, Jonahvent to Gntile
Nrevehfromthep ace o desth(thebd |y of thevid €).
Thenthe N nevi tes recel ved hi s nessage, bel i eved G,
repent ed, and ver e spared fromeertai nj udgnent .



